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BACKGROUND:

Medical marijuana use and cultivation has been 
legal under California since 1996, but more than 
ten years later, there are still local law enforcement 
agents who do not follow the state law. Especially 
since 2005, many California law enforcement 
of® cials have cooperated with the federal 
government in investigating, raiding, and arresting 
medical marijuana patients and providers. In the 
most egregious cases, some of these providers 
had been permitted by local governments, only to 
later be turned over to the federal government by 
local law enforcement of® cials. Below are some 
examples of this practice.

EXAMPLES OF LOCAL COOPERATION

·  On 9/13/07, DEA and Nevada County Sheriffs 
raided several residences near Big Oak Valley, 
and arrested 3 individual patient-cultivators for 
cultivating 190 plants.  Nevada County Sheriff 
Keith Royal initiated the investigation, and utilized 
federal DEA warrants because federal charges 
carry more jail time upon conviction than state 
cases and he intends to continue to raid collective 
cultivation sites.  ª We asked for help through the 
U.S. Attorney, and the DEA came through with the 
warrants,º  Royal said.

·  On 8/29/07, DEA, San Mateo County Narcotics 
Task Force, and San Mateo PD raided 3 dispensing 
collectives in San Mateo (Patients Choice Resource 
Cooperative, Peninsula Patients Local Option, 
M.H.T.), con® scating medicine and shutting them 
down.  After considering a letter he had received 
from Patients Choice that explained the legality of 
dispensing collectives under state law, San Mateo 
County Deputy District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe 
decided to call in the DEA to raid the dispensaries.  

CALI FORN I A LAW EN FORCEM EN T COOPERATI ON  
WI TH  TH E D RUG EN FORCEM EN T AD M I N I STRATI ON

ª We could have sat here and spent a great deal of 
taxpayer money in San Mateo County, prosecuting 
it and going through the appeals, or we could 
bring the case to the attention of the federal 
government,º  Wagstaffe said.

·  On 7/25/07, DEA & LAPD raided 10 dispensing 
collectives in Los Angeles, con® scating medicine, 
arresting 5 and closing many of the collectives.  
Speci® cally, one LAPD Of® cer, Detective Dennis 
Packer, was caught on video wearing DEA regalia 
and actively participating in the raid, and was a 
cross-deputized agent.  While the LAPD promised 
to investigate his role in the raid, on 8/16/07, 
LAPD Commander David R. Doan told the Los 
Angeles City Council that the LAPD will continue 
to participate in federal raids on local medical 
marijuana dispensing collectives.  Doan told council 
members (many of who were pressuring him not to 
cooperate) that the LAPD had a positive relationship 
with the DEA and he did not want to risk damaging 
that relationship and that it was LAPD policy to 
provide assistance with lawful federal warrants. 
Doan stated, ª If it's going to be our position to say 
we're not going to help the [Drug Enforcement 
Administration], I'm not authorized to make that 
statement today,º  Doan said.

·  On 7/17/07, presumably as a result of evidence 
gathered in the previous state-initiated raid, 
DEA arrested Charles Lynch (owner/operator of 
Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers) at his 
residence.  He is currently being federally charged 
with manufacturing and distributing marijuana, 
distributing marijuana to a person under 21, 
possession with intent to distribute, maintaining a 
drug-involved premise, and aiding and abetting to 
distribute marijuana and his case is ongoing. 
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·  On 5/1/07, DEA, Kern County Sheriffs & 
Bakers® eld PD raided Nature's Medicinal Collective 
in Oildale and con® scated medicine, warning the 
dispensing collective not to reopen.  It reopened 
anyway, and as the culmination of an 18-month 
investigation, the same law enforcement agencies 
raided again on 7/17/07, con® scating medicine and 
eventually arresting 8 patients on federal charges 
of conspiracy to distribute marijuana.  Kern County 
Sheriff Donny Youngblood, remarked after the 
® rst raid, ª I understand why they are offended.  
First you regulate us and then arrest us. It's 
contradictory and I am aware of that.º   Eventually, 
all 6 dispensing collectives in the Bakers® eld area 
closed, with one owner/operator crediting his 
decision to an alleged discussion where Sheriff 
Youngblood informed him of his intention to call 
the DEA to shut him down.  The Sheriff himself 
took credit for these shutdowns in Business Week, 
saying that his own warnings, combined with the 
federal raids, have eliminated dispensing collectives 
in Kern County. ª It is a federal crime, and federal 
law trumps California law,º  he says.   Sheriff 
Youngblood then announced in 8/07 that he will 
not issue any more dispensing collective licenses 
(which is his job under the Kern County dispensing 
collective regulation ordinance) as he feels that he is 
helping people break the law.

·  On 3/29/07, DEA & San Luis Obispo County 
Sheriffs raided Central Coast Compassionate 
Caregivers in Morro Bay, con® scating medicine, and 
arresting 1 patient-employee on state charges.  The 
Sheriffs spent the afternoon inside the dispensing 
collective with the DEA, taking down names and 
other information of patients arriving throughout 
the day.  Sheriff's Sergeant and Public Information 
Of® cer Brian Hascall reported that the raid was 
the culmination of a year-long investigation by 
his Department.  ª The entire investigation started 
with us,º  Hascall said in a later interview. ª I can't 
say why, but we started the investigation, and 
then because of the nature of the investigation, 
we requested the DEA's assistance, and it became 

a joint investigation between the two of us. 
That's common for it to be done that way.º   The 
Sheriffs did not get a state search warrant, and 
used a federal search warrant to carry out a local 
arrest warrant.  Hascall explained that the Sheriff's 
Department has a duty to uphold both state 
and federal laws, pointing to the oath of of® ce 
that requires them to support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States of America as 
well as the Constitution of the State of California.  
ª That's where the con  ̄ict between the federal 
law and the state law becomes such a problem,º  
Hascall said.  Sarah Pullen, Public Information 
Of® cer for the DEA's Los Angeles ® eld division 
said that the agency does typically use local law 
enforcement in all enforcement actions. 

·  On 9/27/06, DEA, IRS and Modesto PD raided 
the California Healthcare Collective in Modesto, 
con® scating medicine and arresting 4 patients.  
Modesto PD and DEA engaged in a 15-month 
investigation in which they sent of® cers to purchase 
cannabis from the clinic.  Modesto Police Chief Roy 
Wasden's gave a statement supporting the raid:  
ª Make no mistake about it¼ It simply will not be 
tolerated.º  

·  On 12/12/05, and then again on 7/6/06, after 
a self-characterized joint investigation, DEA, San 
Diego County Sheriffs, and San Diego PD raided 11 
dispensing collectives in San Diego under federal 
and state search warrants, con® scating medicine, 
arresting 6 on federal charges, and then pressured 
the rest of the city's dispensaries to shut down.  
San Diego County DA Bonnie Dumanis ® led state 
charges against ® ve dispensing collectives and 
during the investigation, San Diego PD of® cers 
went to doctors to get recommendations and 
also visited dispensaries, posing as legitimate 
patients.  After the raids, Dumanis put the unraided 
dispensaries on notice, saying, ª We've raided some 
of you today.  We'll raid the rest of you if you do 
not cease and desist. We'll raid you again and 
again.º  


